
WHY? 

Though environmental racism cannot be resolved overnight, we can begin by 
advocating and educating about the unintended consequences - one project at time. 
Most recently, the proposal of the Green Ridge mega-landfill in Cumberland County, VA, 
next to a historically Black school was brought to our attention. We have a real 
opportunity to advocate for the health and safety of the residents of this community,
by urging the VA DEQ to reject this proposal. 

For too long, underserved communities 
have been plagued by the detriments of 
mismanaged waste, and its effects are 
felt for generations.

Our Nation is Facing Unprecedented Challenges and
Protecting This Community Must Be A Leading Priority.

OUR HISTORY IS AT STAKE. 
The proposed Green Ridge mega-landfill 
should not be placed next to a historical 
African American landmark that the 
community treasures – the Pine Grove 
School, built in 1917.

• Pine Grove Elementary was one of 
thousands of “Rosenwald Schools” 
constructed during the Jim Crow era to 
educate African American children. 

• In 2002, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation listed Rosenwald Schools 
among the country’s most
endangered places.

• Rosenwald Schools were not meant to be 
merely schoolhouses, but a community 
where individuals of any color could 
come to learn and collaborate.

The Green Ridge mega-landfill is proposed 
to operate 24 hours a day, six days a week 
and adding up to 500 daily tractor-trailers 
to local roads. How do you think this will 
affect the air quality for the nearly 10,000 

residents of Cumberland County?

BLACK COMMUNITIES REGULARLY
FACE THREATS OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM.

Black Americans are two 
times more likely to live 
without potable water and 
modern sanitation.

The EPA confirmed that race, 
not poverty, is the strongest 
predictor of exposure to 
health-threatening pollution.
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There are reportedly 44 
private drinking water wells 

within 500 feet of the 
proposed facility.

More than half of those who 
live within 1.86 miles of toxic 
waste facilities in the United 

States are people of color. 

DID YOU KNOW? 


